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            Agenda Item #14

General Manager’s Report
June 28, 2010

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE 

FEDERAL

The District will join our local Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) representatives and members 
at the Federal Building located at 5th and I Streets in Sacramento for a Transit Workers Rally 
scheduled on July 1, 2010 at 12 noon.  The Transit Workers/Save Our Ride Rally is a 
nationwide organizing effort by the Transport Workers International Union of America (TWU) 
and ATU International to bring attention to the federal Public Transportation Preservation Act
(S.3412/H.R. 5418).  The Public Transportation Preservation Act of 2010 was introduced in May 
and authorizes $2 billion in emergency transit operating assistance to prevent future service 
reductions and fare increases through September 30, 2011.  Congress is currently looking for 
ways to provide temporary relief to public transit agencies by addressing current operating 
funding shortages that have contributed to fare increases, layoffs and service cuts.  Should this 
legislation pass and be fully funded at $2 billion, the District estimates RT could receive $6 
million in federal funding for operating costs that must be used to restore service that was cut or 
is planned to be cut, or roll back previously approved fare increases during a specific timeframe.  
The July 1st Sacramento rally is one of many rallies being held across the country in support of 
this measure and the featured speakers are the Reverend Jesse Jackson, RainbowPUSH 
Coalition, Warren George, ATU International President and James Little, TWU International 
President.  

  
STATE

This week the Legislature did not meet their annual constitutional budget deadline and continue 
budget committee deliberations to offer a balanced budget.  As California faces a multibillion 
dollar budget deficit for the 2010/2011 fiscal year, Senate and Assembly committees are looking 
at a multitude of ways to close the budget gap.  Fortunately, public transit funding has not been
targeted in an attempt to balance the budget.  The District will work feverishly over the summer 
with our state lobbyists and the California Transit Association to keep public transit funds off the 
Legislature’s budget cuts short list.
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